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Implementation

Securing your rights as an author:
 Contracts

In accordance with the recommendations of the German 
Science and Humanities Council (Wissenschaftsrat, 
WR), the German Research Foundation (DFG) and the 
open access declaration of the University of Münster we 
recommend that all authors reserve their usage rights, 
especially for digital editions, when concluding publish-
ing contracts. This allows you to additionally publish your 
work for example on the institutional publication server 
miami, if applicable after an embargo period.
Information on which rights various publishers grant 
authors by default is provided by the SHERPA/RoMEO 
database.

Regulating follow-up use:
 Licenses

To specify the conditions under which readers and users 
can use your works, granting licenses is the best way.
Creative Commons licenses have proven their worth in 
the long term and offer a good balance of flexibility and 
simplicity.

www.uni-muenster.de/Publizieren/en/open-access



By “open access” [scientific] literature, we mean its 
free availability on the public internet, permitting 
any users to read, download, copy, distribute, print, 
search, or link to the full texts of these articles, crawl 
them for indexing, pass them as data to software, 
or use them for any other lawful purpose, without 
financial, legal, or technical barriers other than those 
inseparable from gaining access to the internet itself.

Budapest Open Access Initiative, 2002

 
When following the „green road“ of open access you 
make your works accessible via so-called self-archiving. 
Often publishers allow authors to store a version of 
their works on an institutional or a subject-specific 
publication server. These repositories – like miami –  
offer the advantage that the articles become easily 
searchable and remain retrievable in the long term.

The „golden road“ of open access is publishing in 
open access journals or in open access book so that 
immediately after publication all articles or chapters 
are available online free of charge. Authors retain the 
rights to their publications. Also for „golden“ publi-
cations there are procedures to ensure the quality of 
the contributions, e.g. via a peer review process or 
an editorial board.

Publishing digitally & in print:
 Series „University of Münster Acadamic 

 Publications“
Combine the advantages of two publication methods: 
the fast availability and high circu-
lation of digital publications with 
the possibility of convenient inten-
sive reading of printed works. The 
University of Münster Academic 
Publications, published by the 
University Library, offers you both.

Idea Possibilities

Open access publishing means:

 being fast
 being easy to find
 reaching more readers
 being cited more often
 retaining author rights
 improving the supply of information
 enabling new ways of working

The University of Münster supports open access:

 by signing the Berlin declaration on open access to 
knowledge in the sciences and humanities

 by issuing its own open access declaration
 by providing infrastructure and services for authors

Publishing documents quickly and permanently: 
 Repository „miami“ 

miami stands for „Münstersches Informations- und Ar-
chivsystem multimedia content“: the publication server 
of the University of Münster. From scientific articles to 
monographs, from research reports and audio-visual 
media to doctoral or habilitation thesis, members of the 
University of Münster can publish their research results 
quickly and for free. With this they ensure worldwide 
availability, easy retrieval and stable citability.

Receiving support:
 Open access publication fund

The University of Münster has set up an open access 
publication funds. Scientists can apply for support from 
these funds for contributions to open access journals or 
for open access books.

Schriften zur Musikwissenschaft aus Münster

Modelle zur computergestützten Analyse
von Überlieferungen der Mensuralmusik

Empirische Textforschung im Kontext 

phylogenetischer Verfahren

Anna Viktoria Katrin Plaksin
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Publishing journals:
 Open Journal Systems

With the e-journal editing system „Open Journal Sys-
tems“ (OJS) the University Library operates a platform 
for publishing journals: As a member of the University 
of Münster, you can publish your own e-journal for free 
and manage the editorial process with OJS. 
We will be happy to set up an OJS account for you and 
to help you adapting and familiarising with the system 
und running your journal.


